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About the Book: 
 

“A rive*ng memoir. . . an important, moving work that those who have suffered cannot afford to 
forget and those who have been spared cannot afford to ignore.” — San Francisco Chronicle 

 
From a childhood survivor of the Cambodian genocide under the regime of Pol Pot, this is a 

rive*ng narra*ve of war crimes and desperate ac*ons, the unnerving strength of a small girl and 
her family, and their triumph of spirit. One of seven children of a high-ranking government 

official, Loung Ung lived a privileged life in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh un*l the age 
of five. Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the city, forcing Ung's 

family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child soldier in a work camp 
for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who survived the horrors would 

not be reunited un*l the Khmer Rouge was destroyed. Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful 
story is an unforgeTable account of a family shaken and shaTered, yet miraculously sustained 

by courage and love in the face of unspeakable brutality. 
 

About the author 
 

Loung Ung is an author, lecturer, and ac*vist who has devoted 
her life to advancing human rights and equality in Cambodia 
and around the world. She is the author of the memoir First 
They Killed My Father: a Daughter of Cambodia Remembers 

(HarperCollins 2000), which tells the story of her survival under 
the Khmer Rouge regime. It was a na*onal bestseller and won 
the 2001 Asian/Pacific American Librarians’ Associa*on award 
for “Excellence in Adult Non-fic*on Literature”, as well as other 
awards. It has been translated into many languages and taught 
in many schools and universi*es. In 2013, Loung expanded her 
ac*vism as a writer for Girl Rising, a documentary film about 
girls’ educa*on around the world. First They Killed My Father 

was adapted into a Neelix movie in 2017 by director by 
Angelina Jolie from a screenplay co-wriTen by Angelina Jolie and Loung. 

 
For her work, Loung was chosen by The World Economic Forum as one of the “100 Global Youth 

Leaders of Tomorrow”. Addi*onally, Loung has also wriTen two other books, Lucky Child and 
Lulu in the Sky, both published by HarperCollins, and is currently working on a novel. She is a 
sought-aier speaker who has shared her story and insights with audiences around the world, 

including at the United Na*ons Conferences, and various universi*es and corpora*ons. She has 
also appeared on numerous media outlets, such as CNN, and NPR. Loung has visited Cambodia 
over 40 *mes since leaving the country. She likes to eat fried crickets and ride her tandem bike 
with her husband Mark, who is her partner/owner in three restaurants and a microbrewery–

Bright Side, Nano Brew and Market Garden Brewery–in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Reviews for First They Killed My Father 
“Despite the tragedy all around her, this scrappy kid struggles for life and beats the odds. I 
thought young Ung’s story would make me sad. But this spunky child warrior carried me with 
her in her courageous quest for life. Reading these pages has strengthened me in my own 
struggle to disarm the powers of violence in this world.” — Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ, author 
of Dead Man Walking 
 
“[Ung] tells her stories straigheorwardly, vividly, and without any strenuous effort to explicate 
their importance, allowing the stories themselves to create their own impact.” — New York 
Times 
 
“A rive*ng memoir. . . an important, moving work that those who have suffered cannot afford to 
forget and those who have been spared cannot afford to ignore.” — San Francisco Chronicle 
“Loung Ung plunges her readers into a Kaqaesque world. . . and forces them to experience the 
mass murder, starva*on and disease that claimed half her beloved family. In the end, the horror 
of the Cambodian genocide is matched only by the author’s indomitable spirit.” — Iris Chang, 
author of The Rape of Nanking 
 
“Loung has wriTen an eloquent and powerful narra*ve as a young witness to the Khmer Rouge 
atroci*es. This is an important story that will have a drama*c impact on today’s readers and 
inform genera*ons to come.” — Dith Pran, whose warFme life was portrayed in the award-
winning movie The Killing Fields 
 
'A harrowing true story of the nightmare world that was Cambodia in those terrible *mes of 
mass murder and slow death through overwork, starva*on, and disease.' — Kirkus Reviews 
'Ung's memoir should serve as a reminder that some history is best not lei just to historians, 
but to those lei standing when the terror ends.' — Booklist 
 
'In this gripping narra*ve Loung Ung describes the unfathomable evil that engulfed Cambodia 
during her childhood, the courage that enabled her family to survive, and the determina*on 
that has made her an eloquent voice for peace and jus*ce in Cambodia. It is a tour de force that 
strengthens our resolve to prevent and punish crimes against humanity.' — U.S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy 
 
'This is a story of the triumph of a child's indomitable spirit over the tyranny of the Khmer 
Rouge; over a culture where children are trained to become killing machines. Loung's 
subsequent campaign against landmines is a result of witnessing first hand how her famished 
neighbors, aier dodging soldier's bullets, risked their lives to traverse unmapped mine fields in 
search of food. Despite the heartache, I could not put the book down un*l I reached the end. 
Mee*ng Loung in person merely reaffirmed my admira*on for her.' — Queen Noor 
'Loung has wriTen an eloquent and powerful narra*ve as a young witness to the Khmer Rouge 
atroci*es. This is an important story that will have a drama*c impact on today's readers and 
inform genera*ons to come.' — Dith Pran, whose warFme life was portrayed in the award-
winning movie The Killing Fields 
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